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FROM THE PUBLISHER

For subscription purposes, this is the fourth and
final issue of 1983.

" o.n.'s price is $1.40/issue, or $5.50/year (4 is-
sues) including first class surface mailing. Back
issues through Vol. 2, No. 13 still are priced at
only $1.00/issue; later issues @$1.40. Please see
the masthead for the ordering address. Air mail
shipment of o.n. back issues and subscriptions is
45¢/issue ($1.80/year) extra, outside the U.S.A.,
Canada, and Mexico.

IOTA membership, subscription included, is $11.00/
year for residents of North America (including Mexi-
CO) and $16.00/year for others, to cover costs of
overseas air mail. European and U. K. observers
should join iota/es, sending DM 20.-- to Hans-j.
Bode, Bartold-knaust Str. 8, 3000 Hannover 91, Ger-
man Federal Republic.

would be able to attend. So the second annual meet-
ing probably will be held late in the year again, in
eastern Texas, and the 1985 meeting likely will be
held with the Texas Star Party. However, we should
not make too many plans until we hear from the In-
ternal Revenue Service about our application for
tax-exempt status. In late October, the I.R.S. sent
us a letter asking for more information, and we have
not yet received a reply to our response. If they
deny tax-exempt status, IOTA probably will disincor-
porate.

I thank Rice University's Department of Space Phys-
ics and Astronomy for paying the cost of my round-
trip plane ticket to Houston last November. The
General Dynamics Recreation Association in Ft.
Worth, Don Stockbauer, john Cotton, Paul Maley, and
Walter Morgan provided lodging, meals, and other
transportation.

The analysis of lunar occultation observations was
set back severely last month when Tom Van Flandern
left the U.S. Naval Observatory. Little progress
with the analysis had been made during the last
year as disputes with Captain Roberts and other ad-
ministrators, about working hours and other matters,
took more of Van Flandern's time. Although Captain
Roberts prevailed, Van Flandern is undertaking legal
actions to reinstate his position. In the meantime,
the most sophisticated software for analysis of lu-
nar occultation data sits idle in disk files at U.S.
N.0. Since H.M. Nautical Almanac Office discontin-
ued its lunar occultation work in 1981 (except for a
low-level effort, which lasted another year, to com-
plete some publications about its final analyses),
the only workers I know who are paid to analyze lu-
nar occultation data are now at the International
Lunar Occultation Centre in japan. Unfortunately,
their manpower is limited; their work of preparing
prediction information for publication, and of key-
punching the observations and computing and distrib-
uting residuals, leaves little time for analysis.
At U.S.N.O., Marie Lukac continues to work part time
to produce the total occultation predictions, ob-
taining advice from Van Flandern and me. But the
future of even this vital work is not certain. So
far, Lukac and Alan Fiala have argued successfully
for continuing the work, but there are some in the
Nautical Almanac Office who would just as soon see
it ended. But with Van Flandern not on the scene,
occultations have lost a powerful spokesman. The
finding that G is essentially constant will not
help; see p. 118.

The ILOC finally distributed residuals for 1981 qc-
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IOTA NEWS

David kl. Dunham

The first IOTA annual meeting in Houston, TX, last
November, was very successful, as reported by

< Charles Herold on p. 118. While in Texas, I also
gave talks about last May's Pallas occultation at
Rice University, Houston, and to a joint meeting of
Ft. North and Dallas amateurs organized by George
Ellis. George Ellis also attended the IOTA meeting,
where he discussed possible cooperation of the As-
tronomical League with IOTA, especially for coordi-
nating asteroid occultation observations. Don Ar-
cher already had sent me a listing of the addresses
of all astronomical societies belonging to the As-
tronomical League, as well as of all (over 8000) in-
dividual A.L. members, conveniently arranged geo-
graphically by ZIP code. We noted how home comput-
ers might be used to disseminate last-minute predic-
tions rapidly via mailgram-like services and comput-
er bulletin boards.

Since IOTA must hold its annual meeting in Texas,
Ellis suggested that we might hold the 1984 meeting
in conjunction with the Texas Star Party in western
Texas, the first weekend of June. . This would result
in a larger attendance and more publicity, as more
amateur astronomers would be going there. However,
observing the May 30th annular solar eclipse probab-
ly will make an early June meeting difficult, and it
appears unlikely that three members of the IOTA
board of directors, needed to conduct business,
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