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The World of Distant  Minor Planets 
Beyond Jupiter

Since the downgrading of Pluto in 2006 by the IAU, the planet
Neptune marks the end of the zone of planets. Beyond Neptune,
the world of icy large and small bodies, with and without an
atmosphere (called Trans-Neptunian Objects or TNOs) starts. This
zone between Jupiter and Neptune is also host to mysterious
objects, namely the Centaurs and the Neptune Trojans. All of these
groups are summarised as ”distant minor planets”. Occultation
observers investigate these members of our solar system, without
ever using a spacecraft. The sheer number of these minor planets
is huge. As of 2025 October 06, the Minor Planet Center listed 2014
Centaurs and 3782 TNOs.
In the coming years, JOA wants to portray a member of this world
in every issue; needless to say not all of them will get an article
here. The table shows you where to find the objects presented
in former JOA issues. (KG)
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• 222000222777   AAAuuuggguuusssttt   222333:::   Star magnitude 12.9, maximum duration 2.2 s, magnitude drop 11.2 mag

Figure 5. Path map of
the possible occultation 
on 2027 August 23.
Occult V4.2025.9.10

• 222000222777   NNNooovvveeemmmbbbeeerrr   222000:::   Star magnitude 15.6 maximum duration 1.18 s, magnitude drop 8.3 mag

Figure 6. Path map of
the possible occultation 
on 2027 November 20.
Occult V4.2025.9.10
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