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Baily’'s Beads and the Solar Diameter



Dear reader,

With the publication of this issue of Journal for Occultation
Astronomy many parts of the world are locked down by health
precautions due to the COVID-19 virus. Public observatories
with thier medium-sized telescopes, one of the major pillars of
occultation science, are temporarily shut down.

So it is now the time for occultation observers who have
equipment of their own to keep observing and make contributions
to science. Over many years our digital network of predictions,
reports and evaluation of occultations has reached a high level
and works very well. The RASNZ meeting TTSO goes virtual this
year to exchange experiences and results.

This issue of JOA presents some observational projects which
are within the reach of smaller telescopes. Alex Pratt discovered
a possible double star and Konrad Guhl measured the solar
diameter with a 4-inch telescope during a solar eclipse. Just
before the virus crisis occultation observers met for a workshop
and took the first steps into high-precision-timing with a digital
camera. Testing the reliability of NTP timing is still a task for
clouded nights and Chiron, far beyond Jupiter, reminds us of
many objects in the outer Solar System to be measured with the
help of occultations. Many things can be done - even in these
difficult days.

In a slight variation of an old saying in Britain: "Keep well and
carry on with chasing the shadows!”

Oliver Klos

Oliver Klos
IOTA/ES, Public Relations
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The cover highlights Baily's Beads, a feature of total solar
eclipses which are measured by occultation observers to
record variations of the solar diameter. It's composed of a
series of images taken during a total solar eclipse visible
from ESQO's La Silla Observatory on 2019 July 2.

Credit: Petr Horalek, ESO
https://www.facebook.com/PetrHoralekPhotography
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